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Thanks to all who sent their contributions towards the publication of
this  Issue. We continue to encourage branches to share information
on activities they are undertaking to enhance a positive reading
culture in their areas of jurisdiction. 
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On 16th February 2023, the Cabinet Secretary for Ministry of Youth Affairs, the Arts and Sports Hon. Ababu 
Namwamba presided over the opening of Teresa Oyiolo Library in Busia County. The facility was built for 
the community by the grand children of Teresa Oyiolo in her memory. 

This is a significant milestone for the KNLS as it aligns with the Board’s mission of promoting library and 
information services to the Kenyan public. Dr. Charles Nzivo, who represented KNLS, donated 1000 new 
curriculum books to boost the new facility. He urged the local community and learners to utilize the library 
and the services available to enhance their scope of knowledge and academic performance.

The CS reiterated the importance of educating the community through library services, adding that the gov-
ernment is committed to ensuring that quality education is offered at the grass root level. He underscored 
that this was in line with the government’s Bottom-up Economic Transformation Agenda (BETA), which he 
termed as a key catalyst to education and uplifting of people’s livelihood from the bottom. 

Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Youth Affairs, the Arts and Sports, Hon. Ababu 
Namwamba presides over the Opening of Teresa Oyialo Community Library in Busia 

County

The CS hoped that amidst the devolution of the 
public library service function to the County gov-
ernments, KNLS would continue to offer technical 
support and link the libraries to digital space un-
der the virtual library, once it is officially launched.  
Also present was area MP Hon. Raphael Wanjala, 
among others.

Hon. Ababu Namwamba (2nd Left) and Dr. Nzivo ( far right) together with other dignitaries jointly cut the tape to signify the 
official opening of Teresa Oyialo Library



Board Chairman Handover Event

A handover ceremony was held at the KNLS Boardroom, Maktaba Kuu on February 20th, 2023. The cere-
mony was occasioned by the appointment of Bishop Robert Theuri Maina as the Chairman of KNLS Board 
with effect from e 10th February 2023, as per the Kenya Gazette Vol. CXXV—No. 30, 10-2.23. Bishop Theuri 
took over from Omar Jibril Mohammed who had served the Board from August 2022. KNLS appreciated 
Mr. Omar for his notable leadership during his tenure. A warm welcome was similarly extended to Bishop 
Robert Theuri Maina as he took over on his new role. The event was witnessed by Board members, CEO, 
Dr. Charles Nzivo, and other top Management staff.
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Outgoing KNLS Board Chair Mr. Jibril Mohammed (right) presenting the hand over report to the new Board Chairman Bishop 
Robert Theuri (middle)  with the CEO Dr. Nzivo ( left)

Some KNLS HODs in the com-
pany of KNLS CEO ( 4th from 
left) Dr. Nzivo presenting a 
farewell gift to the outgoing 
chair Mr. Jibril Mohammed 
(4th from right)



Safaricom Foundation under the initiative “NdotoZetuUwezoWetu donates 15 
computers to the Kenya National Library, Buruburu branch

KNLS Buruburu branch on Friday 24th February 
2023, received 15 computers from Safaricom Foun-
dation under the initiative “NdotoZetuUwezoWetu.” 
This was a major boost toward the promotion of digi-
tal literacy and easy access to information among the 
library’s clientele. The donation was presented to the 
library by Stella Syombua Walya, Customer Experi-
ence Executive, Safaricom PLC.

Access to information by community members is a 
crucial component of development in the digital econ-
omy, and libraries are central to this process. With 
modern equipment at their disposal, library clients 
will be better equipped to pursue their interests, con-
duct research, gain innovative and creative ideas, and 
improve their livelihoods. As more and more services 
move online, it is essential that all members of soci-
ety have the skills and tools to access and use digital 
resources. Indeed, KNLS, as can be said of all public 
libraries, is an essential institution that provides crit-
ical resources and support to people of all ages and 
backgrounds.  
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Stella Syombua (left) from Safaricom Foundation handing 
over the plaque to Ms. Kaltuma Sama, Librarian incharge of 
Buruburu Library accompanied by Mr. Timothy Mahea, Head of 
Marketing.

Staff Breakfast Meeting

On 3rd March 2023, the new KNLS Board Chair-
man, Bishop Robert Theuri Maina, joined the KNLS 
Staff drawn from Nairobi Area, Kibera and Burubu-
ru libraries for a breakfast meeting at Sanaa Center, 
Maktaba Kuu. The meeting was one of the intentions 
embraced by the CEO to provide a platform for the 
staff to know each other and bond for better execu-
tion of duties. During such meetings, the HODs and 
HOBs are given a chance to explain what happens in 
their respective departments/branches. Staff are also 
enlightened on what is expected of them in order to 
guarantee seamless library operations and effective 
service delivery to the public.  

The CEO also takes time to bring staff to speed on the 
Board’s vision and the activities that the Board and 
Management are undertaking not only to address the 
challenges but to realize sustainable organizational 
growth. 

The “3rd March 2023 breakfast meeting” was graced 
by the new KNLS Board Chairman, and this was a 
good place for him to start assimilating himself to 
KNLS. The Chairman submitted that during his ten-
ure, he would be guided by godliness through integ-
rity, transparency, involvement (hands-on), diligence 
and positive change.       

KNLS Chairman, Bishop Robert Theuri, addressing staff during 
the breakfast meeting



Hon. Mary Emaase Otucho pays a courtesy visit to the library to discuss ways of coming 
up with a library in her constituency and encourage a reading and information culture 

among Kenyans nationwide.

Hon. Mary Emaase Otucho, the Member of Parlia-
ment for Teso South Constituency, paid a courtesy 
visit to  Maktaba Kuu on 16th February 2023. The 
aim of the visit was to appreciate KNLS’ role in en-
couraging positive reading culture among Kenyans 
and discuss ways of establishing a library that would 
benefit her constituents.  

Hon. Otucho emphasized the importance of educa-
tion and the role that libraries play in promoting a 
reading culture and providing access to information. 
She pointed out that a library is a vital resource for 
any community and can serve as a hub for learning, 
research, and community engagement. The estab-
lishment of a library in Teso South Constituency will 
thus, be a significant step towards the acquisition of 
knowledge and information by the constituents.

Hon. Otucho also highlighted the need for more re-
sources to be allocated toward promoting a reading 
culture and improving literacy levels in Kenya. Her 
visit to the library heightened the important duty 
that elected Leaders can undertake in promoting 
education and knowledge acquisition among their 
constituents. 
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Hon. Otucho (right) hosted by the Deputy Director, Technical 
Services, Philomena Mwirigi in her office together with Ms. 
Mary Kinyanjui, Head of Planning Department

Karatina Library partners with Ajira Digital to train women on digital marketing skills

The Ajira Digital training programme was launched 
at Karatina library to equip women with digital mar-
keting skills. The program, which is free of charge, 
provides participants with practical skills in social 
media marketing, digital marketing, social media 
management, search engine optimization, email 
marketing, and content creation. Through this pro-
gram, participants acquire marketable skills that can 
help them secure online work opportunities or start 
their own digital marketing businesses. Additional-
ly, the program aims to promote gender equality by 
providing women with equal access to digital edu-
cation and employment opportunities. During the 
quarter under review, the training was conducted 
on 22nd February 2023 and Tuesday 23rd February 
2023.  A total of 32 benefited from the programme. 

The initiative has received widespread support 
from the community, with many lauding the efforts 
of the KNLS and Ajira Digital in promoting digital 
skills among women. According to Catherine, one of 
the participants in the program remarked, “I never 
thought I could learn digital marketing skills, but 
thanks to this program, I am now able to market my 
products online and reach a wider market.”



Equity Bank partners with Eldama Ravine Branch Library to train people on financial 
management

The Kenya National Library Service partnered with Equity Bank to promote financial literacy among resi-
dents in Eldama Ravine Town and its environs. Training to promote Financial Literacy was sponsored by 
Equity Bank for over 50 small business owners comprising farmers, boda boda riders, and small eatery joint 
owners. The training which was facilitated by Mr. Daniel Kipkorir from the Mwachon Ajira Digital Center 
was conducted at the Eldama Ravine Library on Wednesday 22nd February 2023. The topics covered general 
good business practices including record keeping, business risks, insurance, and online business practices. 
The participants were also given insights on how to market their products and services online. They were 
however warned against mobile phone fraudsters that may jeopardize their businesses. The facilitator en-
couraged the participants to always visit Mwachon Ajira Centre for free in-depth training on online busi-
nesses and other ICT skills.

The Eldama Ravine Librarian, Mrs. Grace Locheria, urged participants to make good use of the library to-
gether with their other family members. Through this, they would be able to improve their knowledge and 
access diverse opportunities online, which could help to improve their living standards. The partnership 
with Equity Bank and Ajira Digital is expected to improve the residents’ financial literacy in businesses and 
draw more people to use the library facility. 
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Participants keenly following the presentation at Eldama Ravine Library



Kibera Library trains youth on basic computer skills to prepare them for the world of 
work

The Kibera Library provided a re-
markable opportunity for young 
people from the slum by offer-
ing free computer lessons. These 
lessons equipped students with 
practical computer skills that are 
vital in today’s job market. The 
program aimed at providing the 
students with the ability to use 
various computer applications 
such as word processors, spread-
sheet software, and graphic de-
sign tools.

The First Cohort of 2023, who are 
the pioneers of this program, have 
been participating in the classes 
for some time and completed their 
studies in the first week of March. 
This cohort was awarded certif-
icates, which will serve as proof 
of their newly acquired comput-
er skills. The certificates will be 
a testament to their hard work 
and dedication to the program, 
and they will help the students 
to stand out from other job appli-
cants when applying for jobs.

Overall, the program is an excellent opportunity for young people 
from the slum to gain valuable computer skills that will increase their 
chances of finding gainful employment in the future. The success of 
the First Cohort of 2023 is a testament to the effectiveness of the pro-
gram, and it is hoped that many more young people from the slum 
will benefit from this program in the future.
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Students posing for a group photo with their trainer during the graduation ceremony

Basic ICT skills trainees displaying their certificates during the graduation ceremony



Nyeri Library introduces free coding classes to equip the junior library clients with 
future digital skills

In a bid to equip the junior library clients with digi-
tal skills, the Nyeri Library has introduced free cod-
ing classes aimed at providing them with the neces-
sary skills to navigate the digital world and prepare 
them for future jobs. The initiative comes at a time 
when there is a growing demand for coding knowl-
edge in the job market. During the quarter under re-
view, about 23 participants received the training on 
4th March 2023. The classes covered a wide range of 
topics, from basic coding concepts to more advanced 
programming languages. Participants also had access 
to online resources and support from experienced in-
structors.   

Through this initiative, the library hopes to inspire 
young children to pursue careers in technology and 
innovation, and to become active contributors to the 
digital economy.

Junior library clients during the coding training sessions with their trainer
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Kinyambu Library hosts a team from Canada

Kinyambu Library had the honor of hosting a 
team from Canada on 13th February 2023. This 
provided an opportune occasion for the library 
staff to showcase the available services and re-
sources.  During the visit, the Canadian team 
had a chance to interact with the library staff 
and members of the community. They appre-
ciated the essential role that the library plays in 
promoting literacy and education in the area. 
The team expressed their admiration for the li-
brary staff’s dedication and hard work, which 
has contributed to the growth of the library 
over the years.
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Canadian team posing for a group photo together with the team  from Kinyambu Library



Mombasa Library in a Reading Promotion program to encourage a positive attitude 
towards reading 

Mombasa Library played a key role in promoting 
reading for schools in Kaloleni on 20th February 
2023. The program’s main objective was to encourage 
a positive attitude toward reading among school-go-
ing children and enhance their information-seeking 
habits. The program involved a range of activities 
aimed at creating awareness about the library and 
different ways to promote reading. The Library staff 
conducted reading and storytelling sessions for chil-
dren, and organized book clubs and reading compe-
titions to encourage children to read more.

In addition, the library collaborated with schools’ 
Management to set up reading corners and establish 
school libraries. The library staff also provided train-
ing for teachers on effective reading instruction tech-
niques to ensure that they were better equipped to 
support their students’ reading efforts.

.
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Kaloleni schools during the reading promotion program held at 
the Mombasa library

Courtesy visit by Book Aid International as part of the Partnership Development 
Programme

In an effort to enhance their impact and reach, BAI con-
ducted a Partnership Development Programme in Nai-
robi from 14th March to 16th March 2023. The initiative 
brought together representatives from Ghana, Zimba-
bwe, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Uganda. The main focus 
was on building the capacity of BAI partners, addressing 
challenges faced in implementing BAI’s programmes, 
and charting a path for future collaboration. The pro-
gramme was intended to strengthen BAI’s partnerships 
and ensure effectiveness in the delivery of sustainable 
programmes. Topics covered included partnership 
building, fundraising, project management, monitoring 
and evaluation, and advocacy. Participants were able to 
share their experiences, exchange ideas and best practic-
es, and learn from each other’s successes and challenges.

One of the highlights of the programme was a visit to 
KNLS, Maktaba Kuu on 15th March 2023, where the 
team had the opportunity to learn about KNLS library 
operations. The visit proved to be an inspiring experi-
ence for the team, enabling them to gain new insights 
and perspectives on the promotion of literacy and educa-
tion. BAI Partnership Development Programme under-
scores the organization’s commitment to enhancing its 
impact and reach. Through the BAI’s programmes local 
communities are empowered to develop the skills and 
knowledge necessary to build a better future.  

Team from Book Aid International (left) paying a courtesy 
visit to KNLS Director, Dr. Nzivo ( right) who was accom-
panied by Deputy Director Technical Services, Ms. Philome-
na Mwirigi ( top right) and Ms. Juliana Muchai (middle)



Nakuru Library in partnership with Afabde Sammy Ondimu and Atesh Graphics, 
conduct a mentorship program to guide and mentor high school students

The Nakuru Library, in partnership with Afabde Sammy Ondimu and Atesh Graphics, recently conducted a 
highly successful mentorship program that aimed to guide and mentor high school students in the region. The 
program focused on several key areas, including educating students on drug and substance abuse, promoting 
responsible sexual behavior, and encouraging academic excellence. In addition, the program also aimed to 
identify and support talented students who showed promise in their respective fields.

Throughout the mentorship program, students received guidance and support from experienced mentors 
who were well-versed in the relevant subject areas. They also had the opportunity to participate in a range of 
engaging activities, including workshops, seminars, and interactive discussions. The program was carefully 
designed to address the specific needs and challenges faced by high school students in Nakuru, and it proved 
to be highly effective in achieving its objectives.

One of the key areas of focus for the mentorship program was drug and substance abuse. The mentors worked 
closely with students to help them understand the dangers of drug and substance abuse and to provide them 
with the skills and knowledge needed to make responsible decisions. The program also aimed to promote 
responsible sexual behavior among students, providing them with guidance on how to make healthy choices 
and avoid risky behaviors.

In addition to these important topics, the program also focused on promoting academic excellence among 
students. Mentors provided students with guidance and support to help them excel academically, including 
advice on study skills, time management, and effective exam preparation techniques. The program also aimed 
to identify and support talented students who showed promise in their respective fields, providing them with 
opportunities to explore their passions and interests further.

Overall, the mentorship program conducted by the Nakuru Library in partnership with Afabde Sammy On-
dimu and Atesh Graphics was a great success. The program provided high school students in the region with 
valuable guidance and support in several key areas, promoting responsible behavior and academic excellence. 
Through this program, the library demonstrated its commitment to supporting the educational needs of the 
community and helping young people to achieve their full potential.
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Afade Sammy Ondimu talking to students.  Standing behind is a Nakuru Library staff



National Library partners with ‘So They Can’ to Promote Reading

Nakuru in partnership with “So They Can” which is a 
non-profit organization, conducted a competition pro-
gramme aimed at improving the spelling, vocabulary, 
and grammar abilities of students from six local schools. 
The competition, which took place on 16th February 
2023, was designed to provide an engaging and inter-
active learning experience for students while also boost-
ing their confidence and self-esteem.

The participating schools were Milimani, Aberdares, 
Kibowen Komen, Akiusi, and Miriricua. Students from 
each school participated in a series of reading, writing, 
and spelling exercises designed to test their skills and 
enhance their understanding of the English language.

By partnering with So They Can, the li-
brary Throughout the competition, stu-
dents had the opportunity to showcase 
their abilities and compete against their 
peers in a fun and supportive environment.

The competition was intentionally aligned with 
the curriculum requirements of the participating 
schools, ensuring that students received valu-
able learning opportunities that complement-
ed their studies. The event received positive 
feedback from both students and teachers, who 
expressed their appreciation for the opportu-
nity to participate in such an engaging and re-
warding learning experience. Participants also 
reported an increased sense of confidence and 
self-esteem, which is a crucial component of 
academic success and personal development.
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Different schools participating in the reading competition at the Nakuru Library



Parliamentary Committee on Broadcasting and Library headed by the Chairman Hon. 
Daniel Nanok, MP, Turkana West, visit the Kenya National Library Service for a 

benchmarking exercise.

KNLS had the honour of hosting the Parliamenta-
ry Committee on Broadcasting and Library on 14th 
March 2023. The committee, led by the Chairman 
Hon. Daniel Nanok, MP, Turkana West, visited 
KNLS for a benchmarking exercise to learn about 
the library’s operations and services. The commit-
tee members were warmly received by the library 
management team, led by the CEO, Dr. Charles Nzi-
vo, who took them on a comprehensive tour of the 
library. The visit provided an opportunity for the 
committee members to learn about the library’s ser-
vices and facilities and interact with the staff and us-
ers. The members were also impressed by the wide 
range of services offered by KNLS. They had an op-
portunity to learn about the library’s outreach pro-
grammes, including the Mobile Library Service and 
the Braille services for the visually impaired. 
 
The committee members commended KNLS Board 
and Management for their commitment to promot-
ing literacy and education in Kenya and expressed 
their appreciation for the library’s efforts in sup-
porting communities across the country. The visit 
enabled the Committee to gain insights into how to 
improve library services in Kenya.

KNLS hopes to continue to work closely with the 
committee to promote literacy and education in Ken-
ya and contribute to the country’s socio-economic 
development.
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Parliamentary Committee on Broadcasting accompanied by the 
CEO KNLS, Dr. Charles Nzivo touring the library



Promoting Literacy and Providing Access to Information for all members of our 
community, including Persons With Disabilities (PWD)

KNLS is committed to promoting literacy and provid-
ing access to information for all members of the public, 
including persons with disabilities (PWDs). In support 
of this commitment, KNLS Nairobi Area Library re-
ceived a donation of 2 desktop computers loaded with 
PWD software and 2 Kibo reading packs on 12th Janu-
ary 2023 from Hope Tech Plus Limited. This is a com-
pany that develops assistive technology products for 
Visually Impaired Persons. The devices were handed 
over to KNLS by the company Director Mr. Brain Mwiti 
Mwenda.  

To ensure maximum usage of the donated equipment, a 
total of 30 staff (17 from NAL, 3 from Digitization Lab, 
2 from the Data Centre, 4 from ICT, 2 from CDBD, and 
2 NLD) were trained on how to use the devices.  The 
software can translate the content in many languages 
giving the VIP a chance to read whichever book they 
want in any language.

We appreciate that through collaboration and partner-
ships, we can achieve our goal of creating a society that 
is well-informed and empowered to tackle the challeng-
es of the 21st century.
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KNLS staff interacting with the software during the training

Some KNLS HQ staff following the proceedings during the training



Kenya National Library Service partners with Ajira Digital to train youth on Digital 
Marketing

In recent years, there has been a growing demand for digital marketing skills in Kenya, with businesses and
organizations seeking to leverage the power of the Internet to reach their target audience. KNLS efforts to
promote digital skills are in line with the Board’s broader goal of transforming the KNLS libraries into hubs
of knowledge and innovation. As the world shifts towards a digital economy, it is crucial that individuals are
equipped with the necessary skills to thrive in this new era. In this regard, KNLS collaborates with strategic
partners such as Ajira Digital to offer this desired training to community members. 

As part of this, Nairobi Area Library in partnership with Ajira Digital conducted a two day training on dig-
ital marketing and e-commerce for the youth on 15 th and 16 th of March 2023. The participants totaling to 
87, comprised of Small Medium Entrepreneurs, form four leavers, members of Community Based Organiza-
tions and the general library clients. Nine (9) KNLS staff also benefited from the training. The key speakers 
involved  graduates from JKUAT IT department, Mr. Charles and Mr. Peter Kuria.
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Participants posing for a group photo with their trainers after the two day training on digital marketing

Participants enjoying the session



Nation Media Group partners with the Kenya National Library Service (KNLS) to turn 
containers into libraries in all constituencies

“Books don’t belong only in fancy buildings, they 
belong in the hands of those who seek knowledge. 
KNLS is taking the lead in making this a reality by 
turning containers into libraries in all constituencies.

The Kenya National Library Service -KNLS in part-
nership with Nation Media Group, is set to launch 
an innovative project that will see the conversion of 
empty metal containers into libraries in all constitu-
encies across the country. This move comes as a stop-
gap measure to serve sub-counties and constituencies 
that are not currently served by national libraries.

According to the Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Charles 
Nzivo, the corporation will partner with primary and 
secondary schools to identify spaces where prefabri-
cated containers will be placed. The containers will 
be fitted with shelves and other necessary equipment 
to serve the reading needs of both young and adult 
learners in rural areas.

The project aims to take libraries closer to Kenyans 
in a cost-effective manner, with the hope of making 
reading accessible to everyone regardless of their lo-
cation. The converted containers will provide an ide-
al space for those who do not have access to libraries 
and will offer a variety of books for all age groups.

This initiative is a significant step towards promoting 
education and literacy in the country, especially in 
rural areas where access to books and learning ma-
terials is limited. By partnering with schools, KNLS 
hopes to encourage a culture of reading among young 
learners and promote lifelong learning among adults.

Let’s make reading accessible to everyone, no matter 
where they are.
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Nation Media Group Tean together with some of the KNLS staff vising a site in Ngong to set up a container library



KNLS Donates 10,000 Books to Turkana County 

KNLS donated 10,000 books to Turkana County in line with the Board’s mandate of promoting a reading 
culture in Kenya. The donation was handed over to the Turkana County Executive for Education, Sports, 
and Social Protection, Ms. Leah Audan, and flagged off by Philomena Mwirigi, KNLS Deputy Director 
(Technical Services) in the company of other staff.

Turkana is one of the most remote regions in Kenya and has experienced a myriad of problems since inde-
pendence. Further, KNLS Board has not been able to establish a library in this county.  The County Gov-
ernment of Turkana has now established a library and this is expected to be a game-changer, especially in 
the education sector in the area.   KNLS is glad to be associated with this milestone and looks forward to 
partnering with the County Government of Turkana to ensure the success of the library.  Out of the 10,000 
books donated, 8,000 were earmarked for the library while 2,000 were for distribution to needy schools 
within the County. The books, which covered various subjects, were sourced by KNLS from Book Aid In-
ternational – UK, Spotlight Publishers, and Research Triangle Institute (RTI) International – Kenya. 
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Turkana County Executive for Education, Sports, and Social Protection, Ms. Leah Audan (right), together with Ms. Philomena Mwirigi, KNLS 
Deputy Director (Technical Services) (right) in the company of other staff flagging off the books.


